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“To provide local solutions for affordable and quality healthcare services to all people in the Upper Red River Valley.” 

 
 

The Alliance for Healthcare Access is a group of dedicated community members who are working to find 
long term solutions to address the widening gap in accessible health care. Through strong collaborative 
efforts, the Alliance is working towards establishing a Community Health Center in Grand Forks. If you 

would like to learn more about the Alliance, or Community Health Centers in general, please visit: 
www.allianceforhealth.org.  

 

Community Health Center Application -  The Alliance supported efforts for Valley Community 

Health Centers (VCHC) to apply for New Access Point (NAP) funding. This funding is designed to provide 
$650,000/year to offset crucial preventative and disease management services provided to low-income and 
uninsured individuals on a sliding fee scale.  VCHC was not awarded this grant in August 2013; however, 
their board of directors approved expansion of their operations to a Grand Forks site using an existing 
federal grant to support service delivery to the uninsured. VCHC expects to serve their first patients in 
Grand Forks in early 2014!   
 

Continued Community Support  
 United Way of Grand Forks, East Grand Forks & Area supported our efforts for two consecutive years. 
 Altru Health System and Grand Forks Public Health provided funding and on-going support to extend 

the project coordinator position to ensure crucial work for health center development continues. 
 The City of Grand Forks, through its CDBG program, allocated $300,000 for health center development 

in 2013 and has awarded additional funding for the 2014 grant cycle for renovation and services to low 
and moderate income individuals. 

 Alliance membership remains strong—with over 20 agencies and more than 30 members committed.  
 

Community & Legislative Engagement  
 The Alliance organized a Legislative Forum in 2012 with area legislators and stakeholders to learn more 

about the health center model of care and to provide insight to our local effort.   
 The Alliance was a co-sponsor for a community forum on Health Reform on Sept. 19, 2013.  
 The project coordinator has given over 20 presentations to area service clubs, agencies and city and 

county officials on the Alliance’s efforts to bring a health center to Grand Forks.   
 We bid farewell to our project coordinator, Mara Jiran on September 13, 2013, and thank her for her 

energy, passion and enthusiasm for our work. Mara will continue to support the Alliance as a volunteer.  

What’s Next?  
Preliminary work has begun to renovate the third floor space of 212 S 4th St. and prepare four exam 
rooms with equipment and necessary supplies.  Valley Community Health Centers is working with an  
architect to prepare plans that meet both CDBG and HRSA (Health Resources & Services Administra-
tion) requirements.   
 
Recent efforts focused on securing an additional $300,000 in local support for the renovation and  
preparation of the new clinic site and several grant opportunities are pending.     

Community Health Center Update 
Fall 2013  



 

“To provide local solutions for affordable and quality healthcare services to all people in the Upper Red River Valley.” 

 
 
 
 

Alliance for Healthcare Access  
Member Agencies 

 

 
 

Altru Health System 

Bremer Bank 

Center for Rural Health - UND 

City of Grand Forks 

College of Business & Public Administration – UND 

College of Nursing & Professional Disciplines - UND 

Community Violence Intervention Center 

Development Homes 

Eastern ND Area Health Education Center 

Grand Forks County Social Services 

Grand Forks Public Health Department 

Health & Wellness - UND 

Lutheran Social Services 

Northeast Human Service Center 

Northlands Rescue Mission 

Polk County Public Health 

Sanford Health 

Student Health Services - UND 

Third Street Clinic 

United Way 

Valley Community Health Centers 

Valley Health & WIC 
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